Vision Being RealiZEd ...ttt

o preserve the Napa River has been the foremost objective

for the Napa Sanitation District for many years now and is

evidenced by the completed construction of our treatment
plant,” said Shar Maglione, the District’s Plant Manager. Having
been with NSD for twenty years now,
Shar has seen much of the District’s
development firsthand.

The late 1970’s saw the construction of a new physical-chemical
plant. Then, starting in 1994 and coming to final completion near
the end of 2002, a multi-phased construction and reconfiguration
of treatment processes moved the District forward to meet the
growing demands for treatment and capacity.

“The District’s tertiary system completed
during Phase | allows the District to produce
Starting back in the 1940’s, the District’s water that meets Title 22 criteria of unre-
original treatment plant was located o stricted use for reclamation,” Shar pointed
three miles north of its current Soscol e out. “Phase Il consists of Primary,
Facility and consisted of primary treat- Secondary and Solids handling facilities
ment, digestion and biofilters. which, on April 10, 2003, we celebrated their
completion with a ribbon cutting ceremo-

ny.”

Changes in water quality requirements
resulted in the construction of secondary
oxidation ponds further down the River
in the 1960’s. These four ponds, now consisting of 346 acres,
receive water from the influent pump station and are successful in
reducing BOD (Biochemical Oxygen Demand) and TSS (Total
Suspended Solids).

“Although this kind of news doesn’t usually
top the headlines,” Shar said, “it's great to realize that with the
completion of all these facilities the Napa Community now has an
exceptional waste treatment operation that will continue to serve
this area well for many years to come.”

The Napa Sanitation District wants to remind you that the City of Napa Public

San Ita’ry Sewe rS ! Works handles the street storm sewers. To report a flooded street or a plugged
N Ot Sto r m Sewe r S catch basin on the street, contact the City of Napa at 257-9520, extension 7404.
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“Who would want
to work here?”

One of the best parts of Bill Gaffney’s job is
when the kids come by to visit. As Napa’s
Sanitation District’s Pollution Prevention and
Source Control Officer, Bill regularly gives
educational tours of NSD’s treatment plant to
local school children and their teachers.

Last school year alone, Bill took a total of 732
children and adults on tours through NSD’s
treatment facilities, teaching these visitors
how NSD cleans Napa’s wastewater as well
as providing  pollution  prevention
information.

As a service to area schools, NSD, in
collaboration with the Jameson Canyon
Water Treatment Plant and the Napa Garbage
Service Recycling Facility, even provides
funds to cover the cost of the buses used on
these daylong field trips.

On these field trips, visitors learn about water
recycling, wastewater treatment and
pollutant minimization and prevention.

For more information or to schedule a tour,
contact Bill Gaffney at #707-258-6000 x502
email: bgaffney@co.napa.ca.us

On behalf of the NSD, we would like to
express our appreciation to the many Napa
Valley grade school students and their teach-
ers who toured our water recycling facility
during the past year and who created the
artwork below.

“I learned never to trow liquids |

in the water/river.”
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ope. We're sure not talking about the stuff that rolls in over the Golden
Gate Bridge.

Here at NSD, when we say “FOG” we're talking about one of the most significant
problems for Napa’s myriad of pipelines. It's something we all use and sometimes
let go down the drain or simply don’t dispose of properly.

We’re talking about FATS, OIL and GREASE.... “FOG” for short.

“Think of it like a precursor to a heart attack,” illustrates Bill Gaffney, NSD’s Pollution
Prevention and Source Control Officer. “When fats, oil and grease go down the drain,
they collect and solidify around the inside wall of our transmission pipelines, causing
the flow to be constricted.”

“Backed-up lines are not only a public nuisance, they are also a health hazard.” Bill
continued, “Moreover, these overflows can result in severe fines from our regional
regulatory agencies. Bottom line, FOG has the potential for forcing NSD to increase
its rates in the future because of costs involved to deal with it.”

“The good news” Bill added, “is that FOG is a preventable problem. For this reason,
we’'re taking some special initiatives in the community this summer.”

Some of those special initiatives include getting practical information out to the pub-
lic as well as checking on those businesses that utilize or work with fats, grease and
oils. NSD requires that all businesses, such as restaurants, have grease traps or some
form of “grease interceptor.” This summer, Bill and his team will be spot-checking
businesses to make sure that those grease interceptors are in place and are being
maintained.

Also in the coming months NSD will be providing information on its website as well
as publishing a brochure filled with guidelines.  Here are a few:

= Do not put any kind of fats, grease or oil down the drain or garbage disposal. Be
sure to scrape grease and other kinds of oil-based food from all cooking pots,
pans, plates, barbecues, grills, and other cooking utensils into the trash for dis-
posal. Then, before washing, wipe off any last remains of oil or grease with a
paper towel.

= For restaurants, install a grease interceptor that is sized and manufactured to
handle the amount of anticipated grease. Have it cleaned and serviced on a
frequent basis.

= Additional Pollution Prevention News: Don’t let motor oil, lawn chemicals or car
washing products go down the storm drain or sewer. Take used motor oil to the
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Facility or approved recycling
centers including service stations or auto repair shops that will dispose of it
properly. It is best to take your car to a car wash where they most likely treat and/or
recycle the water.. Remember..
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Napa Sanitation District

935 Hartle Court
Napa,Ca 94558

With all the con-
struction on Imola Avenue, you
might be wondering if weOve
moved.

The answer is OWeOre still here.O
NSD is still at the same location
but how to reach us has

changed.

To reach NSD, take Imola Ave. to
Gasser Drive (the street behind
Target and Pep Boys). Turn on
to Gasser and go about 1/8 of

a mile where you will see Hartle
Court.  Turn left on to Hartle.

YouOll find us at 935 Hartle Court.
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The District would like to
congratulate Stanley DeGarmo

as the 2002 Employee of the Year.
Stanley is the Sr. Construction
Inspector and has been with the
District for 26 Years.

Congratulations!

The NSD would like to
welcome the following
personnel changes:

Dusty Maynard
has been
promoted

from Plant
Attendant to
Operator in
Training.

Refugio Lopez,
formerly a
Plant
Attendant, is
now a
Collection
System Worker-
In-Training.
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To Napa State Hospital and Beyond

rom restoring salt marshes to finding new

end-users, our reclamation water project

continues to make great progress,” reports
Mike Alexander, the District’s General Manager.
“We have just completed the pipeline to the
Kennedy Golf Course on Soscol and, with the
upcoming installation of a pipeline up Streblow,
we will soon be supplying water to the Napa
State Hospital.”

Using reclaimed water is definitely a win-win
for everyone, especially the environment.

“For the end-
user, such as the
Napa State
Hospital,” Mike
notes “they will
be paying about
25% of what they
are paying now
for water. For
the District, it
gives us addi-
tional capacity to
recycle more
water and, with
the additional
revenues gener-
ated, our overall operating costs decrease. In
terms of the environment, using reclaimed
water means that less ground water is being
used by commercial or residential sites, thereby
leaving more groundwater for fish and
wildlife.”

Premiering soon.
Filled with tons of
great information.
DonOt miss it.

“We only produce the highest quality reclaimed
water,” Mike added. “It is approved by the

Get Ready
Here it Comes...
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Health Department for all but potable uses. It’s
ideal for irrigation, lawns, pasture lands and at
$.77/1000 gallons, this water provides signifi-
cant savings to its users.”

Besides looking for more outlets for its
reclaimed water, the District may soon be using
this recycled water to restore several salt marsh-
es located along the Napa River just south of the
City. These marshes, previously owned by a
major corporation, have many years worth of
accumulated salts and other materials, making
them less-than-suitable for fish and wildlife.

In another win-win
partnership with the
U.S. Dept. of Fish
and Wildlife, the
Sonoma County
Water Agency and
the American
Canyon Water
District, the Napa
Sanitation  District
would help flush out
those pond areas
with reclaimed water
from its treatment
facility.

“With Federal matching funds helping us to
fund the pipeline expansion, this salt marsh
project could be another significant opportunity
to use our reclaimed water. In the years to
come, these restored marshes and ponds will be
a habitat for wildlife and eventually be
accessible for recreational use.”
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HereOs Some Good

he Napa Sewer District has not

raised its rates since 1996-97. That’s

over six years now. What's even
better is that NSD is not anticipating a
| rate increase for the foreseeable future.

What's the reason for this good news?

|| £ “Despite an expanded infrastructure and
L

| facility, increased salary and benefits
#% costs plus higher operating and mainte-
» nance expenses,” said Mike Alexander,
~“| the General Manager of the Napa
Sanitation District, “our Board of
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Directors has made it a top priority to | [ .
adopt a culture of efficiency. Following |
their leadership, we approach everything
we do at NSD with a commitment to E:f—*
increase productivity and efficiency while |-’ a
decreasing our operating costs.” o

“Simply stated,” Mike added, “success |
starts at the top. Because of our Board’s | -*
clear commitment and fiscal responsibili- | .4
ty, we operate in a manner that achieves
our objectives without going to the public

for additional funds.”

Optimization Study

he NSD recently completed Phase Two of

a construction project for the wastewater

treatment plant that incorporates several
new processes into its current plant.

With this newly completed combination of old
and new systems, NSD has moved forward to
evaluate its current processes, potential future
requirements and energy, labor and chemicals
costs with the objective of determining the most
effective and efficient modes in which to operate.

Doing this evaluation with NSD is Brown &
Caldwell Engineering Consultants.“We do tech-
nical and cost analysis on systems,” said William
Faisst, Vice President of Brown & Caldwell, “For
NSD, we are looking at environmental issues as
well as cost efficiency.”

“The new treatment system is an activated
sludge biological treatment system. Faisst con-
tinued. “The old system, built in the 1960’s, uses
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oxidation ponds. Both generate waste solids and
we will be analyzing the best way to dispose of
those wastes. In particular, we will take a hard
look at energy usage and how to reduce it.”

“Anything that can be done to reduce energy
usage reduces cost,” added Mike Alexander,
NSD’s General Manager. “Energy equals cost.
So we are constantly pursuing ways to keep our
energy use down especially when electrical rates
exceed projected trends.”

Right now, the combination of NSD’s new and
old systems provide spare capacity for the over-
all waste treatment operation.  Through the
Optimization Study which is expected to be
completed this fall, NSD will be able to analyze
the means to keep and maximize all potential
efficiencies in running one and both systems.
“We're taking advantage of this time to analyze
every possible cost reduction,” said Alexander.

he Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) requires indus-
tries to document and plan for safety

her first day on the job and how these responsi-
bilities are integrated into their specific job.

Ed Henderson: OThis
has been a very
good year at Napa
Sanitation District.
We are very proud

of our progress and
most proud of not
increasing sewer

ratesEand, further-
more, we donOt plan to increase sewer
rates for a very long time. O

Harry V. Martin
After being off the
Board for nearly four
years, | am pleased
to be back. Many of
the projects | helped
to establish during

the five years that |

“Our goal is to have all safety programs tai-
lored to specific jobs in the District,” Neu said.
“At any time, employees can pick up the safety
manual and know exactly how safety applies to
them.”

issues within their industry.  For the Napa
Sanitation District, its Injury, Illness &
Prevention Program far exceeds OSHA's basic
requirements.

“The 1IPP spells out safety responsibilities and
policies from the Board of Directors to manage-
ment and to each employee,” said Howard
Neu, Safety Officer and Training Officer for the
Napa Sanitation District. “It explains how to
create safe working practices, assess potential
hazards and establish methods to correct
them.”

One portion of NSD’s safety program is the
New Employee Orientation Program. This job
specific orientation program explains safety
responsibilities to each employee from his or

Update-NSD Litigation On Discharge Permit

he Napa Sanitation District, along with

the Bay Area Clean Water Agencies

(BACWA\), appealed the District's waste
discharge permit for the Soscol water recycling
facility, which was issued in July of 2000. The
District and BACWA had alleged that numerous
requirements of federal and state law had not
been followed when the permit was issued, and
this failure had resulted in a permit that
imposed overly stringent and unreasonable
requirements on the District. On May 8, 2003,
the Solano County Superior Court filed a

NSD’s newest safety program is the Contractor
Risk Program. Under new State regulations
(AB1127), the District shares liability with con-
tractors for on-the-job accidents. Under NSD’s
Contractor Risk Program, contractors would
have to demonstrate that they have a docu-
mented safety program in place before working
for the District. Moreover, contractors with a
record of safety can pre-qualify with NSD and,
because of their safety record, can reduce the
District’s liability.
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Tentative Statement of Decision on the appeal of
the Napa Sanitation District's waste discharge
permit. Although the Regional Water Board did
eventually correct some of the problems with
the permit, the tentative decision by the court
was not favorable and the District has filed
objections to that tentative decision as well as to
the State's proposed Statement of Decision. The
District's objections focused on the fact that the
majority of issues raised in the litigation were
not addressed at all by the Court. A final deci-
sion is expected in the next few months.

was on the Board are now being com-
pleted. Some ideas, like a pipeline to the
salt ponds and water to the Stanley
Ranch, are now being seriously
considered.

Though | have closely observed the
happenings at the District during my
absence, it is nice to get back in the
saddle and be active againO

Dennis Scherzinger:
ONapa Sanitation
District has joined the
North Bay Watershed
Association.

The NBWA coordi-
nates water projects
in the North Bay and

as those projects are completed all the
members of the Association benefitO

Mark Luce:
OManaging our sani-
tary water and sludge
is challenged by
increasingly stringent
regulations on our
discharges. However,
opportunities to treat
and reclaim these wastes are also growing.

Our goal is to eventually have no waste
discharge and generating water that is
safe for domestic use (such as lawn
irrigation) and solids that can be used as
agricultural fertilizer.

We believe this will reduce our operating
costs while better protecting our
environmentO

Charles Gravett:
*““By working togeth-
er, District employ-
ees, management,
and Board can find
productivity increas-
es, cost savings, and
additional sources of
income to postpone future rate
increases. But we must start NOWO

Napa Sanitation District

The Pipeline Summer 2003




