


Wastewater
vs. Stormwater:
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Water runs down the sink in
your house after you wash
dishes, and water runs
down your driveway to the
gutter when you wash your
car. It all ends up in the
same place, right?

Wrong! Water that goes
down the drain inside your
house flows to the Napa
Sanitation District’s waste-
water treatment plant,
where it is cleaned before
being released to the Napa
River or reused as recycled
water. Water that runs into
the gutter and through a
storm drain flows to the
Napa River without being
treated.

Whether it’s wastewater or
stormwater, preventing
pollution from getting into
the water is important.

To learn more about
pollution prevention visit:
Napa Sanitation District:
NapaSanitationDistrict.com
Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Program:
countyofnapa.org/
Stormwater/

Not long ago, conventional wisdom was that
the best way to dispose of medications that
were expired or unneeded was to flush them
down the toilet. But then studies began to
show that pharmaceuticals were showing up in
our waterways, harming aquatic life and poten-
tially humans.

The next solution: throwing away unneeded
medications in the trash. This option also
has strong drawbacks, as medications in the
trash can fall into the wrong hands. What is a
responsible citizen to do?

Luckily in Napa we have a few options for
safely disposing of unneeded medications.
Check the listings in the next column to find a
disposal location convenient for you!

Clinic Ole accepts unneeded medica-
tions (NO controlled substances) free

of charge at each of their three clinic

locations. Call the clinic or visit www.
clinicole.org to learn clinic hours.

CLINIC OLE

Napa
1141 Pear Tree Ln., Ste. 100
(707) 254-1770

CLINIC OLE

St Helena
661 Main St. * 963-0931

CLINIC OLE

Calistoga
911 Washington St. ¢ 709-2308

HAZARDOUS WAS
COLLECTION FACI
American Canyon
889A Devlin Rd, 800-984-9661

Every Fri. & Sat.,, 9to 4
No appointment needed - free of charge.

MedicationCollectionDay

October 29th

9am - 2pm

Queen of the Valley Medical Center
1000 Trancas Street, Napa

Medications (including controlled substances) and sharps will be accepted free of charge.

NSD Wins CASA Award....................

Napa Sanitation District was the recipient

of a 2011 Organizational Excellence Award
from the California Association of Sanitation
Agencies (CASA). How did the District meet
the criteria of excellence in “strategies that
promote organizational sustainability, effec-
tive financial management, productivity, cost
reductions” in order to receive this honor?

“The District recently developed a
Performance Measurement process to assess
key attributes of our organization,” states Jeff
Tucker, Chief Financial Officer. “This process
helped us determine what we are doing well,
and also identify areas where we could work

www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com

on improvement.” The CASA award recog-

nizes both of these components: successful
management and also the ability to identify

deficiencies and focus management efforts

there.

The District was presented with
the Organizational Excellence
Award at the CASA

annual conference in

San Diego in August. A

copy of the Performance
Measurement Report

can be viewed at www.
NapaSanitationDistrict.com.

Disconnect Your Downspouts

To solve drainage problems on their

property, property owners some-
times connect their downspouts
and sump pumps to the sanitary
sewer. This may solve the problem
on their property,but it creates a
big problem for their neighbors and
the Napa Sanitation District. All that
extra rainwater overwhelms the
sewage system during a rainstorm,
resulting in overflows that cause
raw sewage to run into streets and
creeks. Not only does connect-

ing your downspouts to the sewer
create a human health hazard, it’s
illegal!

Check to make sure your down-

spouts are draining to your yard or the gut-
ter, never to the sewer! Here are some of
the possibilities for keeping rainwater out of
the sewer while protecting and enhancing
your property.

e Direct your sump pump or downspout to
the gutter or a landscaped area where
water can soak into the soil.

e Direct your downspout into a rain garden.
A rain garden is a shallow depression that
collects rainwater and is often planted with
native plants.

e |nstall a rain barrel under your downspout
to capture water for use when it’s dry.

¢ Not sure if your downspouts are connect-
ed to the sewer? Call NSD at 258-6000
and we’ll check it free of charge.

Of Siphons & sewers Confinued from page 1

NSD designed an inverted siphon in a
72-inch casing tunneled under the Napa
River. The upstream side of the siphon is a
38-ft vertical drop that provides the pres-
sure to push the wastewater through the
pipe under the river and up the other side.
This design eliminated the need for the
two pump stations and also allowed relo-
cation of sewer mains that conflicted with
the County’s regional flood control project
along the Napa River.

This project resulted in a reduction of
110,000 kWh/year of power usage and

over 50,000 pounds/year of greenhouse
gases. “This is a great project,” enthuses
General Manager Tim Healy. “It solves
the problem of moving the wastewater
under the river, saves energy and reduces
maintenance costs — a truly sustainable
project.”

The District was recognized for this effort
with a 2009 award from the American
Council of Engineering Companies.

—51 Visit the NSD website at
' www.NapaSanitationDistrict.com

It's the perfect place 1o learn about the Nopa Sanifation District and ifs many resources.

The Pipeline Fall 2011

Do you have an old-
fashioned mercury
thermometer lurking in
your medicine cabinet?
Mercury is a toxic
pollutant with serious
health consequences,
and people are most
commonly exposed to
mercury by way of
broken thermometers.

Mercury from broken
thermometers often gets
washed down the drain
but does not get removed
in the wastewater treat-
ment process. Protect
your family’s health and
the environment!

Bring your mercury
thermometer to the
Napa Sanitation District
and exchange it for
a FREE digital
thermometer.
Call 258-6000
for more
information.




